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Government were left with the task of preventing them from joining
hands and then building up a fresh Communist bloc in the west of
China within easier reach of Russian influence in Central Asia.

The recovery of Kiangsi put an end to a Communist regime which
according to an estimate given by Chiang Kai-shek,1 had rendered
six million people homeless and had taken a toll of a million victims
slaughtered in cold blood in the course of its six years3 existence. After
the conclusion of the military operations, reconstruction work was
taken in hand and, according to the report of newspaper correspon-
dents who visited the liberated area, the 'Rehabilitation Commis-
sion'2 lost no time in organizing centres to deal with the pressing
problems of reconstruction, including public health missions, organs
for establishing farmers' co-operative societies and local defence
corps. Press reports from recovered areas in other parts of China
indicated, however, that this efficient handling of the problem was
not universal and that in some districts the old abuses were creeping
back unchecked by official action.

The elimination of 'Soviet Republics3 established in the heart of
China, if of permanent effect, was manifestly a substantial step for-
ward towards that consolidation and concentration of national effort
which, in a manifesto issued to the nation at the close of the fourth
plenary session of the Kuomintang Central Executive Council on
the 25th January, 1934, was described as the sole path to national
salvation.

It now remains to record the progress made in 1934 in the task of
developing a permanent political constitution for adoption at the
end of the period of Party tutelage, which had been fixed for 1935,
when China was to emerge as a fully democratic state.

In the preceding volume of this work it was mentioned that a Can-
tonese opposition caused the adjournment of the Kuomintang National
Congress which had been due to be held in July 1933.3 The new date
fixed was the 12th November, 1934. Early in September a circular
telegram was issued over the signatures of General Chen Chi-tang
and the other principal Southern leaders, calling on the members of
the Party to unite in 'demanding a radical change in national
policies at the National Congress'. The Government at Nanking

1  See The New York Times of the 23rd December, 1934.

2  See the Survey for 1933, p. 470.

3  The Party National Congress had the important function of electing the
various committees which, in combination, constituted the G-overnment of
China. During adjournment, its powers were exercised by the Central Execu-
tive Committee, which met periodically in plenary session, but had a small
Standing Committee.